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BOROUGH  Of  BEWDLEY. 


Annual  Report 


OF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR 


19  0 8. 


4 

4 
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BEWDLEY  : 

W.  E.  TOLLEY,  Printer,  29,  Load  Street. 


TO  THE 


Death  Rate. 


Infant 

Mortality. 


Town  Council  of  Bewdley. 


Bewdley, 

January  20th,  1909. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1908  there  have  been  only  30 
Deaths  registered  in  the  Borough,  which  gives  a rate 
of  1046  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


This  is  one  of  the  lowest  death  rates  for  any  year 
of  which  I have  a record,  the  average  rate  for  the 
previous  ten  years  being  15  66. 


Of  the  deaths  registered  there  were 

under  1 year 


Between  1 year  and  5 years 

5 

,,  5 ,,  15 

none 

„ 15  „ 25 

none 

„ 25  „ 65 

?? 

8 

Over  65 

14 

30 

st  satisfactory  to  note 

that 

only  three 

children  died  under  1 year  of  age,  which  gives  a rate 
of  41  per  1,000  children  born,  the  lowest  rate  of  which 
I have  a record,  the  average  infant  death  rate  for  the 
previous  10  years  being  123  per  1,000  births. 


There  were  72  Births  registered  during  the  year, 
giving  a rate  of  25T2  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Birth  Rate. 
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This  is  about  the  average,  which  is  25-40  for  the 
previous  ten  years. 

infectious  Influenza  was  again  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of 

Diseases.  ^e  year>  but  it  was  merely  of  a mild  type,  and  no 
death  was  attributed  to  it. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  dur- 
ing the  year. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
third  quarter  of  the  year,  15  cases  being  notified. 

Of  these,  three  were  sent  to  the  Kidderminster 
Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  rest  Avere  isolated  at  home. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that,  of  those  kept  at 
home,  only  one  infected  another  child  in  the  same 
family,  and  that  one  would  have  been  sent  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  if  it  had  been  in  a fit  state  to  be 
moved. 

The  cases  were  mostly  of  a mild  type  and  no  death 
occurred. 

One  other  case  was  notified  in  December,  which 
was  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

One  child  was  found  in  a peeling  condition  on  the 
public  highway,  after  the  parent  had  been  instructed 
as  to  isolating  it,  legal  proceedings  were  taken  and  a 
conviction  obtained. 

Wa,er-  The  town  water  has  been  submitted  to  the  County 

Analyst  during  the  year  and  pronounced  of  a very  good 
quality. 

Eight  houses  have  been  supplied  with  the  town 
water  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  to  607. 

Accommodation.  • j *1R  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  is,  consider- 
ing the  ago  of  most  of  the  buildings,  very  satisfactory. 

Several  minor  sanitary  defects  have  been  remedied 
< unng  the  year,  but  no  serious  case  lias  arisen. 
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New  Houses.  Three  new  houses  have  been  built  during  the  year. 

Drainage.  The  sewers  work  well  on  the  whole,  though  there 

is  a good  deal  of  offensive  smell  from  the  street  catch- 
pits  at  times. 

Excremen^  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  a site  has  been 
scavenging,  found  for  the  deposit  of  house  refuse,  which  should 
last  for  some  years. 


House  to  House  Regularly  carried  out. 

Inspection.  ° 

Burial  Ground.  Satisfactory. 


canal  Boats.  Regularly  inspected. 


Bake-houses. 


In  a satisfactory  condition. 


slaughter  As  before. 

Houses. 


Dairies.  Cow-  In  a satisfactory  condition. 

sheds  and  J 

Milkshops. 

Offensive  Trades.  None. 


Sale  of  Food  & 
Drugs  Act. 


No  case  has  arisen. 


F°°d  Unfit  for  On  one  occasion  some  doubtful  meat  was  dis- 
Consunfp'tion.  covered  being  sent  to  Kidderminster  and  reported  to 
the  Sanitary  Authorities  there. 


River  Pollution.  Remains  as  before. 

industries.  Agriculture,  Timber  Trade,  Horn  Manufacture, 

Brassfounding,  Tanning,  Brewing  and  Basket  Making, 
and  a large  number  of  people  work  in  the  factories  of 
Kidderminster  and  Stourport. 


Vans  & Tents. 

Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Regularly  inspected  if  any  come  to  the  town. 

These  are  regularly  inspected  and  any  sanitary 
defects  dealt  with. 
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special  Reports.  An  extract  was  made  from  my  October  Report 
dealing  with  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and 
forwarded  to  the  County  Council  and  Local  Govern- 
ment Board. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

U.  W.  N.  MILES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  III 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1908. 


At  Ages 

— Years. 

Total 

Notifiable 

Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

cases 

removed 

to 

Hospital 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

16 

6 

8 

2 

4 

Totals 

18 

i 

8 

2 

1 

4 

Isolation  Hospital  at  Kidderminster. 


TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908. 


Cause  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under 
5. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

2 

1 

1 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis)  . . 

1 

1 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease. . 

4 

4 

Bronchitis 

7 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Alcoholism  Cirrhosis 
of  liver 

2 

2 

Heart  Diseases 

6 

4 

2 

Accidents 

All  other  causes  . . 

3 

7 

1 

2 

2 

5 

All  causes 

35 

3 

/ 

9 

16 

TABLE  V. 

Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year  1908. 


Cause  of  Death. 

1—2 

Months. 

5-6 

Months. 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  Causes 

1 

o 

3 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis 
Gastro-enteritis 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

Births  in  the  Year:  Legitimate,  70;  Illegitimate,  2. 
Deaths  in  the  Year:  ditto  2;  ditto  1. 
Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1908)  2866. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  Ages,  30. 


